The Bio-Fuel
Plantation
Horror Show

Exploiting People and Places

Wally Menne

CBD SBSTTA — GFC side-event
Tuesday 3 July 2007



‘ Plantation impacts spread far
beyond their physical footprint
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| PLANTATIONS ARE NOT
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| negatlvely affecting water resources, blodlverS|ty,
community health and security,
and local economies.



Water Impacts

* Lowered regional water table

* Loss of pans, wetlands and streams
* Reduced river flow in dry months
 Increased severity of flooding
 Increased silt load and erosion
 Pollution by fertiliser and pesticides
» Accelerated desertification
 Reduced downstream availability
 Loss of aquatic biodiversity
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Plantation impacts on water

e negatively affect agricultural activities
e threaten community food security
e undermine community health

 destroy rural economies

e displace people from rural areas

* Increase need for dams and pipelines
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Biodiversity impacts

 Original natural vegetation is destroyed
* Wild animals and birds are displaced
e Soil organisms are negative

e Alien invasive weeds s
e Alien invasive weeds s
« Agricultural chemicals

preac

y affected
Into wetlands

preac

Into forests

poison wildlife
e Plantations impact on adjacent vegetation
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Plantation impacts on

biodiversity
 threaten the survival of rare species

e cause Isolation of breeding populations
« undermine traditional access to food

* jeopardise access to medicinal plants

* INncrease poverty in rural communities
 cost the State for alien plant control
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