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1. Do you know the Expanded Programme of Work on Forest Biological Div ersity? (PoWFBD) of the COP VI
Working group of the Convention on Biological Diver sity (CBD)

Percentage of replies Number of replies
YES 50 0% 28
NO I 50.0% 28
Questions answered 56
Unanswered questions 0

Half the s ample consulted affirmed that they knw the Programm e of Work, which is apparently a high number consid ering that

there has not been any systematic campaign nor any promotion or prior seminars  convened among the forestry organizations and

Institutions for the dissemination and discussion o f the Programme of work. A slant in this reply probably comes from the fact that together
With the mail requesting a reply to the questionnai re acopy of the Programme was sent, so that in principle, AL L those consulted had a “fresh”

Copy at hand when answering the questionnaire.
2. Do you consider that the Federal Government carr  ies out consultations and public discussions for th e design,
implementation and monitoring of actions or program mes aimed at conservation and use of forest biodive rsity?

| Replies as a percentage Number of replies
YES . 42.9% 24
NO I 57.1% 32
Questions answered 56
Unanswered questions 0

Public discussions do exist. But this type of clos ed question of the ‘yes’ ‘no’ type does not enable us to see to what extent these consultations

are effective, generalized or significant in the result of the de  sign, implementation and monitoring. Isolated cases do exist, (Procymaf, Coinbio,

the Meso-American Biological Corridor, in the feder  al context, and Podesis, for example, in Chiapas) where the results of this type of

consultation are incorporated in a more or less sig nificant way. But in the major programmes, such as PROARBOL, that consumes over 90%
of the economic resources allocated to forests by t he federal government, there is no real consultatio  n. There are instruments such as PROFAS

and the Forest Management Units that on paper are a  imed at this type of consultative and participative function, but in fact they are used more

frequently for the purpose  of validating previously defined policies.

3. Do you know what components of the POWFBD are be  ing imple mented in Mexico?

Replies as a percentage Number of replies
To apply the ecosystem approach to Ithe
management of all forests 22.2% 8
Reduce threats and mitigate
the impacts of threatening processes on
forest iological diversity 44.4% 16
TG protect, recover and restore
forest biological diversity 77.8% 28
To promote the sustainable use of
forest biological diversity 77.8% 28
Access and benefit-sharing of forest genetic
resources ,
0.0% 0
Institutional and socio-economic enabliina environment 20
Increase public education, participation and
awareness regarding the importance of forest
biodiversity
44.4% 16
Improve understanding of the role of forest
biodiversity and ecosystem functioning
11.1% 4
Questions answered 36
Unanswered questions 20
It is evident that none of the people consulted considered that there is any access and benefit  -sharing in the case of forest genetic resources

Although Mexico is one of the countries possessing the most biod iversity in very many important forest species and a source of forest
Germplasma for five continents on the planet and Me  xican forests being 80% community property. Thep  erception of people consulted

In that the two most important activities in this f ield are protection, restoration and promotion of s ustainable use of forest biodiversity (77% of
replies) is noteworthy. Close on 50 percent of tho  se consulted consider that there is an emphasis on institutional consolidation, and a very low

number (4 out of 56) point out that work has been donetoi  mprove knowledge of the role of forest biodiversity in ecosystem functioning. In

general it may be stated that those responsible for forest policies design them on their own, carry th em out without an y strong institutional body,
without much dissemination and no benefit-sharing a nd an exceedingly poor ecosystem approach
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4. Has the issue of forest biodiversity been incorpora ted in sectoral policies?

Replies as a percentage Number of replies

YES 69.2% 36
NO 30.8% 16
Questions answered 52
Unanswered questions 4
Two thirds of those consulted consider that the iss ue of biodiversity has been included in sectoral po licies, but in the tex t of their replies it is
clear that this has been in a marginal way in the ¢ ases mentioned above, and mainly in the case of Coi  nbio and also the programme for the
payment of environmental services for the conservat ion of biodiversity, but the approach is overwhelmi ngly towards commercial plantations o

generalized reforestation, with a predomination of species that are easy to produce and criteria other than an approach based on the
ecosystem and on biodiversity.

5. Do you know what resources have been allocatedt o the implementation of the POW/FBD in the country?

Replies as a percentage
Number of replies
S 0.0%
NO | 100.0% 56
Questions answered 56
| Unanswered questions 0

This is the most resounding answer. NOBODY knows wh  at resources have been allocat ed to the PoW/FBD. Some consider that progr ammes
such as Coinbion, the Biological Corridor, the Envi ronmental Service Payment Programme, biodiversity; what has been invested by the
National Commission for knowledge and Use of Biodiv ersity (CONABIO) and partially the budget of the Na  tional Commission for Protected
Natural Areas, are geared to conservation, knowledg e and good management of forest biodiversity. Altho ugh it is difficult to discern how

much of this budget is applied to the goals, object ives and activities agreed on in the Pow/FBD, what s clear is that as a whole it does not
exceed 15% of the federal budget for forest matters

6. Do you know what person and what institution ar e responsi ble for the PoOW/FBD?

Replies as a percentage Number of replies
YES 28.6% 16
NO 71.4% 40
Questions answered 56
Unanswered questions 0

A quarter of those interviewed mention  ed the Nati onal Commission for Knowledge and Use of Biodiversi ty as the body responsi ble for the
implementation of PoW/FBD. Several of them state th  at they suppose this but are not totally sure of th e fact. At all events, the reply is
partially correct as the National Forestry Commissi on is responsible for the law, as leader of the sec tor, for fulfilling international
agreements. Only two people consulted replied that they knew the name of the responsible person.

7. Have the underlying causes of the loss of biodiv  ersity and forest degradation been identified?

Replies as a percentage Number of replies
SI 57.1% 32
NO 7.1% 4
| DO NOT KNOW 35.7% 20
Questions answered 56
Unanswered questions 0

Six out of ten people interviewed consider that the underlying causes of the loss of biodiversity have been identified and most agree that
the main causes are certain unsustainable cattle ra ising activities that cause fires, change in soil u se, hindering restoration are obstacles
in the instrumentation of conservation actions and good management of forest diversity. These obstacle s mainly arise, according to
various people consulted, because many cattle ranch ers perceive forest conservation and diversificatio n activities as contrary to their
interests.
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8. Is traditional knowledge applied in the formulation of policies regarding assessment and monitoring of the
state of forests?

Replies as a percentage Number of replies
YES 9.1% 4
NO 90.9% 40
Questions answered 44
Unanswered questions 12
Only nine percent of those interviewed consider tha t traditional knowledge is taken into consideration in the formulation of policies regarding
FBD. This agrees with what was pointed out above, believing that policies are designed and implemente d by government offices and do not
come from social parties.
9. Do you consider that the POW/FBD (or parts of it) i s useful to recognize the role of forest biological diversity
in Mexico?
Replies as a percentage Number of replies
YES
90.0% 36
NO 10.0% 4
Questions answered 40
Unanswered questions 16

Agree ment is almost general in that the POW/FBD is usefu | to provide recognition of the role of FBD and sev  eral people pointed out that the
principles are very good but are not systematically applied in Mexico but rather in a sporadic and iso  lated way, lacking any defined strategy.
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Entidad No. De Predios Superficie
Chiapas 1 2,363
Chihuahua 2| 221,669
Durango 33 344 223
Guerrero 1 15,180
Michoacan 1 G449
Puebla 2| 55,666
Querétaro n 13,330
Quintana Roo 6| 133,305
Oaxaca 10 B8 642
Tlaxeala 1] 12,330
Zacatecas 1| 2,000
TOTAL 62 808 067
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